Holy Cross School News
June 2017
Dear Parents and Guardians,
I’m pleased to report that we had a wonderful turnout for our Spring
Tea “Oh Canada” and wish to take this opportunity to thank everyone involved in making this event a success. A warm thank you goes
out to Mrs. Cheryl Munro for taking on the challenge of directing
this major event. To all the teachers, volunteers and educational
assistants, a special thank you for your dedication and annual
support of this endeavor.

www.holycrossschool.mb.ca
Voice (204) 237-4936
Fax (204) 237-7433
acap@holycrossschool.mb.ca

We have approximately one month left of academic activities and
I’m sure that all of you are busy wrapping up your school assignments and looking forward to a warm summer holiday. Everyone
will be finalizing their schoolwork, field trips, and homework assignments therefore it is imperative that parents and students not lose
sight of the most important event of the final month, especially for
grade 7 and 8 students – “Final Exams”. I would like to wish you all
the best of luck in your preparation for June exams.
Important dates to remember
June 6 - Early Dismissal 2:00 pm

Important Dates
JUNE

June 9 – Gr. 7/8 Exams start

6 – Early Dismissal @ 2:00
Staff Meeting 2:00pm

June 12 – Gr. 7/8 MCSA Track & Field

9 -15 —Gr. 7 &8 Exams

June 15 - Gr. 4/5/6 MCSA Track & Field

12 – U of M Track Gr. 7&8
15—U of M Track Gr. 4-6

June 20 – Gr. 8 Retreat

15— School Board Mtg 7pm

June 22 – Wheelchair presentation 1:00 pm gym

20—PAC Meeting 7 pm

June 23 – Kindergarten Grad 1:00 pm

22—Tabs for Wheelchairs
Assembly 1:00 pm
23—Kindergarten Grad 1 pm

June 26 – Gr. 7/8 Closing Ceremony (Grad) 7:00 pm
June 28 – Last day of school (Early Dismissal) 1:30 pm
If I can be of any assistance to either parents or students, please do
not hesitate to call me or visit me at school. I can be reached at
(204) 237-4936.
Respectfully,
Alexander Cap, B.Ed., M.Ed.

26-Gr. 7&8 Closing Ceremonies
7 pm in the gym
28-Last Day of School
Dismissal @ 1:30 pm
HAVE A
FANTASTIC
SUMMER!

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM HOURS
Before 7:00 AM

No supervision provided.

7:00 AM – 8:20 AM

Before School program hours. Unless students are enrolled in
the Before School program, they should arrive at the school
no earlier than 8:00 AM.

8:00 AM – 8:20 AM

School open to receive pupils. Supervision provided.

8:20 AM – 3:00 PM

Regular school hours. Supervision provided.

3:00 PM – 3:30 PM

School open for pickup of pupils. Supervision provided.

3:00 PM – 5:30 PM

After School program hours. Unless students are enrolled in
the After School program, they should be picked up no later
than 3:30 PM.

If you owe a balance on your B&A account,
please note that the office is open the first week of July and you can come
to the office to pay or send payment in by mail to the school.

FINAL EXAMS
The Grade 7 and 8
students will be having
exams beginning June 9th
and ending on June 15th.
The students will write one
exam per day in the morning (9:00—11:30 am).
During exam week, there
will be regular classes in
the afternoon. After exam

week, classes will continue
until the end of June.
June 9– MATH
June 13 – ELA
June 14–SCIENCE
June 15–SOCIAL STUDIES

ALL THE BEST TO OUR GRADUATES!
Closing Ceremonies for Grade 7&8
will be June 26th in the Gymnasium.
Liturgy of the Word at 7:00 p.m.

LOST AND FOUND
Parents please check for lost items. All unclaimed items will be donated
at the end of the school year.

TUITION DUE
Please note that the first part of the 2017/18 tuition was due May
31st, to secure your placement in the fall. Please drop by the office
to make your payment either by cash, interac, Visa/Mastercard.
Thank you.

ACADEMY OF MUSIC
Holy Cross School offers private piano and guitar lessons
during the day at the school through the Academy of Music.
The cost is $20 per lesson. Limited space is available. You
can register through their website at www.academymusic.ca.
Please mention “Holy Cross School” in the other information
text box of the registration form. For more information
please contact the music director Shawn Coughlin at
204-786-1704 or via email academymusic@shaw.ca
Academy of Music will be holding their year-end recital at the Laudamus Auditorium in the
Canadian Mennonite University North campus 500 Shaftesbury Blvd on Sunday, June
25th. There will be three recitals during the day at 1:00, 2:30 & 4:00 pm. Students can play
one piece (or two very short pieces) of no more than 2 minutes in total length.
Please confirm with your teacher ASAP if you wish to participate.
There is no admission fee.

CANADA-WIDE SCIENCE FAIR
The winners of the Bison Regional Science Fair held at Holy
Cross School in April headed to Regina on May 14th for the
Canada-Wide Science Fair. Danielle Marie Borbajo, Jonah
Norman and Holy Cross student, Grace Madden were
accompanied by Dr. Bajaj and spent the week sharing their
projects with judges and the public, exploring Regina and
Moosejaw, learning about science and technology, and
making new friends. Although no medals were won, the
students had an amazing experience and should be commended for all of the hard
work that they put into their projects.
Please click on the link below to read an article about the finalists and the CanadaWide Science Fair which appeared in the Catholic newspaper, The Prairie Messenger.
http://www.prairiemessenger.ca/17_05_17/dnews_17_05_17_7.html

CANADA SUMMER GAMES TORCHBEARER
Emily Doyle, Grade 7, was recently selected to be a Torchbearer
for the 2017 Canada Summer Games. This picture was taken at
the red carpet media event where Emily was announced as one
of the 50 torchbearers for Winnipeg.
During Emily’s introduction, the announcer talked about her
being selected as Player of the Game in last year’s A level
competitive softball Provincials. Emily played pitcher, catcher
and third base during the game as well as batting over 600.
While shaking hands with the dignitaries afterwards (including Mayor Brian
Bowman), Brian Pallister took an extra minute to talk with her about softball as
Brian played when he was younger and was recently inducted into the
Manitoba Softball Hall of Fame.
Please find below a link to the Canada Summer Games torchbearers listing with
Emily’s name under the July 26th date:
http://canadagames.ca/2017/en/content/torchbearers

Theme 7 of Roots of Empathy focused on Communicating. We
learned about how babies understand long before we think they do.
Babies communicate in their own way, with body language, facial
gestures and noises, so it is very important to respond to babies’
communication and talk to them frequently. Babies move from
communicating through body movement and gestures to
communicating with verbal language as they approach the end of
their first year of life. We talked about how reciting Nursery Rhymes
with babies is both a tool for bonding as well as for early literacy. The children made a collective book of
Nursery Rhymes to give to Louis, each student writing out a Rhyme and illustrating it. We also talked
about American Sign Language, how it is a tool for people who are unable to talk, and how it can also be
a tool for babies to communicate before they are able to talk. In the family visit Baby Louis surprised us
all by signing “more” after the children sang a Nursery Rhyme to him. The timing couldn’t have been
better!
Theme 8 moved us into the more abstract theme of “Who am I?” We talked about various customs for
naming babies as well as welcoming ceremonies and religious celebrations that happen after a baby is
born. The students shared customs that were important in their families. We noted that while the baby
cannot remember these customs they are important because they honour and welcome a very special
someone that is so loved. Names and family traditions and customs shape our identity.
We did a neat perspective taking activity in which students wrote down any question that they would
ask Louis if he could talk. Then they swapped papers and answered the question the way they thought
Louis would answer. Some examples included:
“How does it feel to be a baby?” “I feel warm and I feel safe.”
“What does it feel like not being able to be understood?” “It is very hard and it is weird.”
“Do you like coming to see us?” “Yes because it’s fun spending time with you guys even if I can’t
understand you.”
At the Family visit Louis displayed very different behaviour....he made
strange for the first time! He cried a bit after the welcoming song and
turned towards his mother a lot. She was very reassuring and gave him a
lot of cuddles and love. We talked about how this is a very normal

response at this age. It took awhile for him to warm up and explore his toys on the green blanket and
he checked in with Maria often. Maria brought some food for him to eat, his favourite food, yoghurt,
and his least favourite food, carrots. It was amusing to see his different responses. His mouth opened
readily for the yoghurt, but when he was offered carrots he had a confused and mildly disgusted look on
his face and refused to open his mouth again. His reaction was one of low intensity – he did not cry or
swat at the spoon – but it was obvious that he would not be taking seconds! Maria had some exciting
news to share with us all – she is expecting her second baby – Baby Louis will be a big brother in the fall!
In June we will be bidding farewell to Louis and Maria and closing down the program for the year. We
will plan a little celebration together and make some mementos for Louis and his mother. It will be a
bittersweet celebration. It has been such a joy to journey with Louis and his mother during his first year
of life!

Holy Cross School
300 Dubuc Street, Winnipeg, MB, R2H 1E4
Tel: (204) 237-4936, Fax: (204) 237-7433
Principal email: acap@holycrossschool.mb.ca

April 19, 2017
Dear Friends of Tabs for Wheelchairs,
Another year has gone by and our Tabs for Wheelchairs program has continued to grow stronger! We now have 98 schools and 91 companies/groups
participating, as well as hundreds of individuals. Thank you so much for continuing to be such faithful collectors! I know I say this every year, but
we are so very grateful for your continued support and dedication to this program!
We are proud to say that this is our 19th year and we will be presenting our 188h specialized
wheelchair to Delaney Kolowca on Thursday, June 22nd at 1:00 p.m. in the Holy Cross School
Gymnasium.
Delaney is a grade 11 student at St. Boniface Diocesan High School. She was born with Gorlin
syndrome, which is a genetic condition that can affect many areas of the body and is known by many
other names, with the most common being Basal Cell Carcinoma syndrome (BCCNS). She was also
born with scoliosis, which is a spinal curvature, but it never slowed her down! She danced, played
soccer, volleyball, and rode her bike, until a surgery, which was to improve her condition, went
terribly wrong and left her paralyzed from the mid chest down. Throughout all of this, Delaney has
always remained positive with a happy spirit and a remarkable attitude that she was going to make the
best of it. It is going to be our privilege to present her with a specialized wheelchair that will make her
daily life much easier.
As always, a huge thanks goes out to Dave from St. Boniface Bag who continues to supply us with
our bags free of charge and to Reimer Express Lines Ltd. for transporting our tabs whenever
needed!
Western Scrap Metals Inc. (the company where we recycle our tabs) is also continuing to provide
an additional way to donate to the Tabs for Wheelchairs program. They are willing to accept cans or
any kind of metal that you want to dispose of (even extremely large objects) and they will credit our
account. This will help our program greatly because the larger and heavier the objects, the more money
we receive. Please don’t forget to mention when you drop them off that it is for Holy Cross School (Tabs for Wheelchairs). Last year we received
about $1000 from people contributing this way. Western Scrap is located at 18 Sutherland Ave. in Winnipeg. Thank you so much Western Scrap, for
all that you do for us! It is truly appreciated!
Next year is a very special year as it is our 20th Anniversary and we will be presenting two wheelchairs. If anyone would like to help our cause and
give a monetary donation, it will be gratefully accepted. If you are interested in doing this, please write a cheque or money order to Holy Cross
School (and make sure you put Tabs for Wheelchairs somewhere at the bottom). We will issue a tax receipt for anything over $20.
In order to prepare for our presentation, please bring your tabs to Holy Cross School by Friday, June 2nd. If you can’t bring them during school
hours, just drop them off on the wooden steps between the school and the house on the corner.
Our next year’s recipients are Marlon Calakhan, who will be a Grade 9 student at Steinbach Regional Secondary School this fall, and the Manitoba
Sport Wheelchair Association of Manitoba.
Hopefully, as in past years, we will have some TV coverage! We will send an email around 5:00 p.m. on the day of the presentation, Thursday, June
22nd to let you know which channel(s) to watch.
In closing, we wish to thank you once again for being such dedicated and caring individuals who have gone out of your way to make this program so
successful!
We welcome everyone who wishes to attend the presentation and look forward to seeing you!
Sincerely,
Gwen Buccini
Tabs for Wheelchairs Coordinator
Holy Cross School tabsforwheelchairs@hotmail.com

Alexander Cap
Principal

TABS FOR WHEELCHAIRS

MARLON JR.
Marlon Jr. is 16 years old and will be attending Grade 9 at Steinbach Regional
Secondary School this fall.
He was born in the Philippines and was diagnosed with Cerebral Palsy at birth
and has spent his entire life in a wheelchair.
Because of his special needs, he was not allowed to enter Canada with the
rest of his family in 2006. After many attempts over the years, the
government finally approved his entry into Canada in March of 2016.
For the 10 years he remained in the Philippines, he lived with his very caring
grandmother and was able to attend school for six of these years. The school
was unable to take care of his needs as he had severe limitations and there
were no Educational Assistants. In fact, Marlon Jr.’s grandmother, who lived
just a few blocks away from the school, was called every time he needed help
with his basic needs.
Unfortunately, because Marlon Jr. was always in a wheelchair, his legs became
permanently criss-crossed and he received no medical attention while in the
Philippines. Just last month, he was able to have an operation to separate his
legs.
He is presently learning to speak English, loves to play on his tablet, watch the
Filipino Channel, and be outdoors. This has been a life-long love of Marlon Jr.,
as back in the Philippines during the few years he couldn’t attend school, he
would sit outside his grandmother’s house just to be able to experience the
outdoors and see people going by.

It will be our extreme privilege to give Marlon Jr. a specialized wheelchair in June 2018.

TABS FOR
WHEELCHAIRS
SPORT WHEELCHAIR
WILL BE GIVEN TO:

THE MANITOBA WHEELCHAIR
SPORT ASSOCIATION
(To be used by several participants in their
basketball wheelchair programs.)
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School Calendar

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

Friday

Saturday

Day 4

2

Day 5

3

Day 3

9

Day 4

10

IA Gr 7

4

5

Day 6

HPV Vaccine Dose 2
Grd. 6 girls & boys,
Grd 8 boys only
IA Gr 8

11

12

Day 5

6

Day 1

7

Day 2

EARLY DISMISSAL
2:00p.m.

EXAMS

Staff Meeting

IA Gr. 7

13

Day 6

14

Day 1

Day 4

20

Principals Yr. End Lunch
Day 5

21

Day 6

Grade 8 Retreat
IA Gr 7

25

26

CLOSING CEREMONY
Gr 7/8
7p.m.

16

Day 3

17

23

Day 2

24

27

Day 4

School Board Meeting

22

Day 1

Wheelchair
Presentation 1:00p.m.

PAC Meeting 7p.m.
Day 3

Day 2

EXAMS

IA Gr 8

19

15

MCSA TRACK MEET
Gr 4/5/6

MCSA Track Meet
Gr 7/8

18

8

KINDERGARTEN GRAD
1p.m.

IA Gr 8

28

Day 5

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL
EARLY DISMISSAL
1:30p.m.
Final Mass 10:30a.m.

29
NO SCHOOL
Admin Day

Day 6

30
NO SCHOOL
Admin Day

HAVE A FANTASTIC SUMMER!!

Day 1

