From the Administration
Dear Holy Cross Community,
At the beginning of the pandemic Public Health enacted a variety of orders for the health and wellbeing of staff and
students. With the reduction of case counts and the removal of Public Health restrictions we continue to transition
our practices to align with Public Health guidelines. We will continue our cautious approach and continue to focus on
the fundamentals of good public health; hand hygiene and staying home when sick.
Details of our current practices, particularly those that impact families, are noted below.
Masks
The mask mandate that has been in place at Holy Cross School has been lifted. This means that families may choose
whether their children continue to wear masks. The wearing of mask is a family decision based on personal choice or
on individual child/family risk.
Exceptions will be:
• If child becomes ill at school they will be isolated and provided with a medical mask to wear until they are picked
up from school by a parent/caregiver.
• If your child has travelled outside of Canada, the Government of Canada guidance applies. International travelers
MUST follow any federal self-isolation (quarantine) requirements and all returning travellers must wear a mask for
14 days.
• Following a return to school after a positive COVID-19 test and five day self-isolation, your child must wear a
mask at school for five days.
Cohorts and Distancing Removed
The requirement to have Kindergarten to Grade 6 students remain in cohorts has been lifted. As well, the 2 metres of
physical distancing is no longer in place. These changes will allow us to resume a more regular recess and lunch
schedule.
Cleaning and Sanitizing
We will continue with our strong cleaning routine with frequent sanitizing of high touch surfaces. Hand sanitizer will
still be available at all entrances. Students will be expected to wash hands before eating.
Water Fountains
The fountains will remain closed and students will continue to fill their water bottles at the water refilling stations.
Sick at School
We ask that parents continue to monitor their children for symptoms on a daily basis and keep them at home if they
are ill. Students who become ill at school will be asked to wear a mask and be picked up by a caregiver as soon as
possible.
Testing
Rapid tests are being distributed at various locations across the city. As well, the school has a limited supply of rapid
tests that we can provide to parents.
Positive Test
Students that test positive for COVID-19 will be required to isolate at home for five days. Additionally, the recommendation is that positive students will need to wear a mask for five days even if symptoms resolve. We ask that parents continue to inform the school of positive COVID-19 results.
Please have a conversation with your child so they are aware of your wishes for mask use. Staff will make every effort
to support your choice, but please know that it will be challenging to continually monitor when classes are engaged in
day-to-day activities. We support families’ right to choose for themselves and will ensure that respect, compassion
and kindness are shown to all students and staff.
We realize students will have a range of emotions. Some may feel relief while others may feel trepidation and anxiety
at the impending changes. If you have concerns regarding your child’s reaction to the lifting of restrictions, please
reach out to our staff. As well, we ask that families respect the isolation and masking recommendations to safeguard
the health of all students and staff.
Blessings,
Rachael Andrew

Important Dates to Remember
5 April Early Dismissal 2:00 p.m.
8 April Hot Lunch
15 April Good Friday– No School
18 April Easter Monday– No School
20 April Easter Mass 1:30 p.m.
29 April No School for Students
03 May Early Dismissal 2:00 p.m.

International Day of Pink April 13, 2022 ! This day is dedicated to the cause against
Bullying, Discrimination. It is so important that victims of bullying know they are not
alone and there is help and support available. Wearing a pink shirt on this day sends
a strong message to them that others care. Often, the simple act of wearing a shirt
can start conversations - conversations can be a big step towards healing and
helping!
Show your support by wearing pink on Wednesday, April l3!!!!

The Easter Triduum, the three holy days that celebrate Jesus’ death and Resurrection,
is the centre of the Church’s liturgical year. The Triduum begins on Holy Thursday
with a celebration to remember the Last Supper and the washing of the feet. This is
followed by Good Friday, which is the day we remember Christ’s death using John’s
account of the passion. On this day Catholics honor the cross. The climax to the
Triduum is the Easter Vigil held on Saturday evening beginning after nightfall. This
celebration incorporates a ceremony of light. It is also when those who have been
preparing to join the Church are baptized, confirmed, and receive the Eucharist.
These three days are considered to be one celebration, from the opening song on
Holy Thursday to the closing song of the Easter Vigil.
Have a blessed Easter season everyone !!!

Spring weather is wet and muddy. Please ensure your child is dressed
appropriately for the weather i.e rubber boots. Remember; there is no
bad weather just inappropriate clothing.
Indoor shoes are required. Students must take off their dirty/wet
boots when entering the school and place them on their designated
classroom racks.
Please label all articles of clothing with your child’s name.
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Holy Cross Hallway of Prayers and Peace
We want our students to be active, engaged global citizens to learn more about what's happening in our world. We also want to show support for Ukraine; at Lent, a time of prayer
and reflection, Christians can pray for peace in eastern Europe. With a focus on peace rather than war, the students have created a Hallway of Peace and Prayers. Special thanks to
Mrs. Munroe and Mrs. Viselli Anderson, for planning and organizing the beautiful hallway.
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Your Participation Makes a Difference!
Because of your commitment and
support of school fundraising. PAC
was able to purchase and install a
third water bottle refilling station.
Thank you, Mr. Serediuk your assistance with the installation.

Please join us at for next PAC
inperson meeting,
April 26
at 7:00 pm. We keep the meetings to
an hour and have a ton of fun. Please
enter through the green doors at the
back of the school.

KERNELS EXTRAORDINARY POPCORN · EVERY KERNEL IS POPPED WITH LOVE
AND CARE. Kernels fundraising coming soon! Be on the lookout for the order forms

Private Piano Lessons offered at Holy Cross School through Academy of Music
Holy Cross School offers private piano lessons during the day through the Academy of Music. The cost is $25 per 30-minute lesson once a week. For more information you can visit their website at www.academymusic.ca or you can contact their Music Director Mr. Shawn Coughlin via email academymusic@shaw.ca.
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SCIENCE FAIR NEWS
Exciting things are about to happen! We are already in the process of hosting a Bison Regional Science Fair
(BRSF) All Grade 5-8 students are invited to participate and showcase their scientific skills with other Catholic and Independent schools. I would like to invite you to work along with
your child as he or she selects, investigates, and reports on an appropriate
area of science. With your interest and encouragement, your child can develop the skills and attitudes he or she needs to make this project a valuable experience.
Please encourage your child to do the most, if not all, of the work. Parents
sometimes want to build an entire project, to make it “perfect”. It is more
important that your child wrestle with problems and try to solve them, because learning is in the doing. Guide your child whenever and wherever you
can, but let the final project reflect your child’s individual effort and design.
Remember your child’s success in our science fair will not be measured by
ribbons, trophies, or certificates. Your child will succeed by learning and understanding more about science and how scientists’ work. Awards are secondary. The real goal of the Science fair is stimulating your child’s curiosity about the world.
BRSF provides an excellent opportunity for enthusiastic young scientists who are curious and eager, to learn
about the possibilities of science, technology, engineering, and maths (STEM) and to investigate topics of
personal interest. In addition, they are provided professional level feedback and recognition for their efforts.
Our Bison Regional Science Fair is affiliated with Youth Science Canada. Top winners from grade 7 and 8 of
Bison Regional Science Fair will be participating in the Virtual Canada Wide Science fair from May 16-20.
Students have already received Bison Regional Science Fair information directly
from their homeroom teachers before the spring holidays. It is still not too late
to participate, should you need more information, please follow the link https://
youthscience.ca/bison/registration/ for an updated information. Deadline is April
10th and BRSF dates are April 13-14th. I am so pleased to share with you that
after two years of virtual Bison Regional Science Fair, we will be celebrating
awards ceremony in person this year on April 14th from 9:00-11:00 AM at the
Holy Cross School Gymnasium. (300 Dubuc Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba) It is
like first taste of normalcy after the last couple years. It's a great feeling that we
are almost back to normal, and we can at least enjoy it.

I look forward to your participation in our upcoming Bison Regional Science Fair. Please call or email me
with your questions and suggestions. Let’s work together so that our science fair will be a memorable and
pleasant experience for your child.
Sincerely,
Dr. A. Bajaj
Science Fair Organizer
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HOLY WEEK
Palm Sunday (April 9)
4:00pm Palm Sunday Mass
Palm Sunday (April 10)
• 7:45am Palm Sunday Mass
• 10:00am Palm Sunday Mass
12:00pm Palm Sunday Mass
Holy Thursday (April 14)
• 7:00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper
8:00pm Adoration until midnight
Good Friday (April 15)
• 2:00pm Indoor Stations of the Cross
3:00pm Good Friday Service
Holy Saturday (April 16)
• 11:00am Blessing of the Easter Baskets
9:00pm Easter Vigil
Easter Sunday (April 17)
• 7:45am Easter Sunday Mass
• 10:00am Easter Sunday Mass
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We would like to take this opportunity to share some of the safety
precautions we have been put in place to keep students, families and
staff safe. There have been a few “close calls” in the parking lot between Holy Cross School pedestrians and cars driven by our families.
First, we will ensure that the gate at the east end of the parking lot
remains closed from 7:30am to 4:00pm.
Second, we added traffic dividers to separate students in the outdoor waiting area from vehicles
in the parking lot. Please do not drive between the traffic dividers.
Thirdly, after school students are being directed to the waiting adjacent to the parking lot. We ask
that families pick up their child from the waiting area, rather than have them run across the
back lane and potentially into oncoming traffic.

We at Holy Cross School have a responsibility to: 1) ensure the safety of pedestrians on surrounding streets, and in the back lane, during arrival and departure 2) ensure our neighbours have access
to their properties. 3) provide space for emergency vehicles to drive down the back lane. We need
students, staff, and parents all working together to provide a safe and courteous system for dropping off and picking up students from school.
BE A GOOD NEIGHBHOUR
The office has received many complaints from residents of Braemar Avenue about traffic in the
back lane. This lane is not a parking zone, yet cars have regularly parked there creating undue congestion and safety concerns. Some parents have been observed using private property to turn
around and even park their cars.
Pre-Kindergarten Students: All Pre-K students use the Administration’s front door for entry
at 8 :25 a.m. and dismissed between 2:55-3:05 p.m. on Dubuc Street.
Kindergarten Students: All Kindergarten students use the Gym Door (located at the front of
the gym) for entry 8:15 a.m. and exit at 3:00 p.m. on Dubuc Street.
Grade 1 to 8 students will continue to meet at the rear of the school (Parking Lot) with
designated signs posted on various pillars. The doors open for student entry at 8:20 a.m.
Grade 1,2,3,4 – dismissed at 3:05pm and exit through the rear double doors
Grade 5,6,7,8 – dismissed at 2:55 and exit through the rear double doors
Outside supervision begins at 8:15 a.m. It is not safe to drop your child off at school and leave
them unattended. Students who are outside and unaccompanied by their guardian will be directed
to Before & After Care.
God Bless and Thank You for Your Support
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