From the Administration Team
Dear Holy Cross School Community
Thank you to all families that have already registered for our virtual Family-Teacher Conferences December 1st and December 2nd. The two-day online session will provide all stakeholders (teachers, parents-guardians) an opportunity to interact more closely and gain more insights into educational matters. Due to the pandemic, this online strategy would enable all of
us to be more attune to the school’s goals.
While going around different classes, we overheard some kindergarten students chatting about
Christmas and Santa Claus. It warmed our hearts to hear a student remind her classmates
about the real meaning of Christmas. “Christmas is not about getting presents and stuff. It’s
when we get to say Happy Birthday to Jesus.”

We are always thankful to be working in a Catholic School, but during the Christmas season,
we feel especially blessed. It is through the innocence of children that we are reminded about
what is really important. There is something very special about witnessing the season through
the eyes of a child. Advent is time of anticipation as we prepare ourselves for the birth of
Christ and what better place than in a Catholic elementary school.
As adults our lives become too busy and we forget to stop and reflect. Not only is taking time
to slow down, pray, and reflect on the season reinvigorating and nourishing to our souls, but it
is also essential part of our faith. Something as simple as decorating the Christmas tree and
lighting the Advent candles can remind us that, “Jesus is the light that came into the world to
dispel the darkness of sin and to radiate the truth and love of God.”
May your family be blessed with an Advent season full of peace and love. May your Christmas season be one of joy as we celebrate God’s beautiful gift for each and every one of us,
His son Jesus.
Merry Christmas Everyone!
Ms. Andrew & Dr. Bajaj

Important Dates in December

1 – Family Teacher Conferences 3:30 p.m. -7:30 p.m.
2 - EARLY DISMISSAL – 2:00 p.m.
2- Family Teacher Conferences 2:30-7:00 PM
7 - EARLY DISMISSAL – 2:00 p.m.
7- Public Health Vaccination Clinic grade 6 & 8 a.m.
December 23, 2021 - January 5, 2022- CHRISTMAS BREAK - NO
SCHOOL

Holy Cross School Honour’s Remembrance Day
Thank you to Mrs. Gulowaty and her grade 4 class for leading the school’s Remembrance
Day Service. As school we came together (live streamed) to silently reflect on the sacrifices
made by our brave service men and women. All classes participated in various teacher led
activities.

Outdoor recess is a great learning break for students and
provides them with fresh air and much needed mask free
playtime. All students will be expected to go outside for
recess. If the weather is below –27 Celsius as measured by
Environment Canada at the Forks. Students will remain
indoors. Indoor recess is subject to Administration’s
discretion.
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Dr. Anju Bajaj Awarded the
Prime Minister’s
Award for Teaching Excellence
The Manitoba Catholics School (MCS), Archdiocese
of Winnipeg, Manitoba is pleased to announce that
Dr. Anju Bajaj, a teacher at Holy Cross School
(Winnipeg), has been awarded a National Certificate
of Excellence for the 2021 Prime Minister’s Award
(PMA) for Teaching Excellence. Having a teacher win
a PMA is a tremendous honour and a proud moment
for the MCS and Holy Cross School.
Dr. Bajaj ’s initiatives and involvement have been recognised with various awards including the Science
Teacher of the Year award – Science Teachers Association of Manitoba, the Global Educator Award –
Manitoba Council for International Cooperation, the
Outstanding Science Educator award – Bioscience
Association of Manitoba, the Teacher Appreciation
Award – Manitoba Schools Science Symposium, the
K12 Ed Tech Educator of the Year Award - Mind
Share Learning, and Excellence in Education Award - Manitoba Education and Training.
Dr Bajaj is recognized by her peers and school community as someone who strives to nurture a great passion for the sciences in the hearts and minds of students.
“The Manitoba Catholics School, Archdiocese of Winnipeg, is extremely blessed to have an
amazing educator like Dr. Bajaj on our team,” noted Superintendent, Robert Praznik. “We are
extremely proud of her outstanding achievements as an innovative educator. We convey our
most sincere congratulations on
receiving this exceptional award.”
https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/pmate-ppmee.nsf/eng/wz02481.html
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Welcome to the season of preparation, the time of Advent!
At this time when the world outside is already proclaiming Christmas and we all get busy
with preparations, the Church proclaims a time of waiting, of reflection, of preparation of a
different sort. At our school, we try to hold onto this sense of sacred time, and still enjoy
some seasonal fun. Each classroom has an Advent wreath, and we begin our weeks and our
days with Advent reflections and prayers in the homeroom. Our
Christmas concert plan for this year is a reflective piece, which
will help all students ponder the long waiting before Jesus and
the key moments and people at the time of His coming, with
each class from
K-6 contributing a musical response. It will be put together as a
video
compilation in order to adhere to Covid protocols.
May God fill you with a spirit of wonder and awe in the days leading up to Christmas and
throughout the Christmas season.
Blessings,
Heather Lampman

Clean Up for Christmas
SPRIT Team, Holy Cross’s leadership club, will be hosting a
"Clean Up for Christmas"; it's a collection drive for hygiene items. We're
looking for toothbrushes, dental floss, toothpaste, deodorant,
soap, body wash, shampoo, conditioner, and any other items that
help people stay clean and fresh.
We'll be collecting donation items from December 8 to 10th, and we
hope that all families will contribute. All donations will be given to
the
Holy Cross Church Food Bank.
Thank you!
Holy Cross School Spirt
Leadership Team
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BE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR
We would like to kindly remind our Holy Cross
School Community that we now have a regular visits
from City Traffic Division. The back lane is not a parking zone, yet cars have regularly parked there creating
undue congestion and safety concerns. Tickets have
been issued tickets to families illegally parked in the
back lane and in front of the school.

We NEED your support!!!! The wine raffle has been our biggest fundraiser, especially
in the past 20 months. The funds raised from
raffle directly support our children. We’ve
supported the purchase of new library books,
installation of water bottle refilling station,
fieldtrips, and resources for classrooms. We
are asking every family to donate a bottle of
wine for the raffle and can be dropped off at the office until December
13, 2021.
Extra booklets can be requested from the office and sent home with
your child.
Please keep track of your tickets, ALL unsold tickets MUST be
returned to the office, no later that December 6, 2021
We encourage all families to participate as much as possible. PAC holds virtual
meetings, on the last Tuesday of the month at 7:00 pm. We keep the meetings to
an hour and have a ton of fun. Next meeting is December 21, 2021, email
pacholycrossschool@gmail.com to get the link to the meeting.
We would love to see you!
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Please call the school office by 9:00 a.m. if your
child is going to be late or
absent, and please remind
your son/daughter to sign
in at the office if they are
late.
THANK YOU!

manitoba.ca/covid19
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