From the Administration
Dear Holy Cross Community,

March always brings with it the beginning of the Lenten season, which of course leads up to Easter the most important season in the church’s liturgical year. We started off the month with in-person Ash Wednesday Masses led
by Fr. Ani. Two separate Masses were held in the gym to allow the school to celebrate the beginning of Lent together. All safety protocols and social distancing guidelines were followed.
Thank you Fr. Ani, Mrs. Lampman, and Mr. Cooper for leading our Ash Wednesday Masses.

Blessings,
Ms. Andrew
Important Dates to Remember
1 March 2:00 p.m. Dismissal
7 March No School for Students
18 Report Cards Sent Home
22 PAC Meeting
23 March Grade 8 Farewell and Spring Photos
24 March Early Dismissal @ 2:00 p.m. Except grade 7, 3:00 p.m. dismissal
23 March Family/Teacher Meetings 3:30-7:30 p.m.
24 March Family/Teacher Meetings 2:30-7:30 p.m.

COVID UPDATES
After two years of restrictions and public orders, public health officials advise we are in a position to start lifting some of the preventative measures put in place. As we move back to
normal Holy Cross School will take a cautious approach to ensure we continue to keep
students and staff safe.
Starting on March 14th all student desk shields will be removed. Social distancing and
mandatory mask wearing for all students and staff will remain in place. We will carefully monitor the situation before lifting other layers of protection.
We anticipate changing the current mandate mask wear policy to one that strongly
encourages voluntary mask wearing when student return to school after Spring Break.
Our ongoing priority is to support families, children, students and staff as we turn our focus
to longer term response planning and a return to normal.

To keep staff and students safe and healthy
we ask that families selfscreen daily before coming to school. If your
child is feeling ill or has
any symptoms ill, they
must stay home.

manitoba.ca/covid19
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Each year, Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent and is always 46 days before Easter Sunday. Lent is
a 40-day season (not counting Sundays) marked by repentance, fasting, reflection, and ultimately celebration. The 40-day period represents Christ’s time of temptation in the wilderness, where he fasted and
where Satan tempted him. During this season of Lent, we will be asking students and staff to slow down
and reflect upon our values, faith, and sins for which we seek forgiveness and renewal. Students will participate in a number of traditions and meaningful activities that will lead them closer to God during this Lenten season.

Students need to bring water bottles from home with lids as our water
fountains are out of use due to COVID protocols. Cups are handed out
when water bottles are forgotten but this sometimes leads to unfortunate
spills in classroom.
•
Please ensure your child has the proper utensils needed for lunch.
Spoons and forks are not are not provided to students.
Indoor shoes are required. Students must take off their dirty/wet winter boots when
entering the school and place them on their designated classroom racks.
Please label all articles of clothing with your child’s name
Please ensure your child is dressed appropriately for the weather.
Remember; there is no bad weather just inappropriate clothing.
•

•

•
•

We encourage all families to participate as much as possible. PAC is
now holding in-person meetings. Our next meeting March 22, 2022 at
7:00 pm. We keep the meetings to an hour and have a ton of fun.
Please enter through the green doors at the back of the school.
The Holy Cross School Board is in the planning stages of school upgrades and renovations.
If you are an architect, trades person, land planner or if you have experience in
renovations,
Holy
Cross
needs
your
expertise
on
our
Renovation and Building Upgrades Committee. Please contact Holy Cross Board Chair,
Crystal Steck, at board@holycrossschool.mb.ca
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Holy Cross Winter Olympics
On March 2, students from prekindergarten to gr. 8 participated in our Winter
Olympic events. Everyone had a blast! A huge Holy Cross thank you to
Ed & Nancy Holowaty for their gracious donation of hot chocolate and
marshmallows, and thank you PAC for the chocolate chip cookies.
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Lets Talk Science
Feb 11– International Day of Women and Girls in Science– Our grade 7 and 8 students participated in a International Day of Women and Girls in Science conference and did various activities on the gender equality,
SDGs, STEM career and STEM innovations. Our main focuses was on the reality that science and gender
equality are both vital for the achievement of international development goals. This celebration puts a great
focus on successful women and girls in science.
Thank you Minister Rochelle Squires—Status of Women for being with us at this very important event to
promote gender diversity and equity in STEM. Thank you ALL for your support and motivation to inspire our
students become tomorrow’s leading scientists and innovators, shaping a fair and sustainable future for all.
Minister Squires presented a congratulatory certificate and proclamation to Dr. Bajaj. Keep it up!

Science Fair is coming….. Our grade 5-8 students are working hard on their projects to showcase their
scientific inquiry based scientific skills. This year we partnered with various STEM organizations to provide
mentorship opportunities to our grade 7 & 8 students. It is in the full swing. Stay tuned for more information in the coming weeks!
While some are a little squeamish about dissections, most students are fascinated by the wonderful internal
structure and functioning of the body.
Our budding scientists made an investigation that it is remarkable to contemplate that the internal surface
area of the air sacs in the lungs is equivalent to the area of a tennis court and that the heart pumps billions of
times during a lifetime to pump blood through over a 100 000 km of blood vessels.
Science Department is very impressed with the students’ approach, and with the results they achieved in this
introductory heart dissection. There are clearly a number of budding heart surgeons among us - although a
little further training may be helpful !
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We would like to take this opportunity to share some of the
safety precautions we have been put in place to keep students,
families and staff safe. There have been a few “close calls” in the
parking lot between Holy Cross School pedestrians and cars
driven by our families.
First, we will ensure that the gate at the east end of the parking
lot remains closed from 7:30am to 4:00pm.
Second, we added traffic dividers to separate students in the outdoor waiting area from
vehicles in the parking lot. Please do not drive between the traffic dividers.
Thirdly, after school students are being directed to the waiting adjacent to the parking lot. We
ask that families pick up their child from the waiting area, rather than have them run
across the back lane and potentially into oncoming traffic.
We at Holy Cross School have a responsibility to: 1) ensure the safety of pedestrians on
surrounding streets, and in the back lane, during arrival and departure 2) ensure our
neighbours have access to their properties. 3) provide space for emergency vehicles to drive
down the back lane. We need students, staff, and parents all working together to provide a
safe and courteous system for dropping off and picking up students from school.
BE A GOOD NEIGHBHOUR
The office has received many complaints from residents of Braemar Avenue about traffic in
the back lane. This lane is not a parking zone, yet cars have regularly parked there creating
undue congestion and safety concerns. Some parents have been observed using private
property to turn around and even park their cars.
Pre-Kindergarten Students: All Pre-K students use the Administration’s front door for
entry at 8 :25 a.m. and dismissed between 2:55-3:05 p.m. on Dubuc Street.
Kindergarten Students: All Kindergarten students use the Gym Door (located at the front
of the gym) for entry 8:15 a.m. and exit at 3:00 p.m. on Dubuc Street.
Grade 1 to 8 students will continue to meet at the rear of the school (Parking Lot) with
designated signs posted on various pillars. The doors open for student entry at 8:20 a.m.
Grade 1,2,3,4 – dismissed at 3:05pm and exit through the rear double doors
Grade 5,6,7,8 – dismissed at 2:55 and exit through the rear double doors
Outside supervision begins at 8:15 a.m. It is not safe to drop your child off at school and
leave them unattended. Students who are outside and unaccompanied by their guardian will
be directed to Before & After Care.
God Bless and Thank You for Your Support
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