From the Principal's Desk
In the fall, we watch as the trees begin to turn colour, days become shorter and nights longer, and
we reflect on the months that have passed. We reflect on the good times and the not so good times
of the past year and give thanks that we are able to journey together for the 2021-2022 school year.
We are coming out of a period of crisis that has divided many people and made others feel alone
and isolated. Regardless of our opinions, we must accept that together is better and by the grace
of God we must put our differences aside and make the world a better place. Its during these difficult times that we should remember to show gratitude and give thanks to the people who have supported us, made us feel special, gone that extra mile, or put themselves out there on behalf of others.
I would like to extend my gratitude and thanks to all who make Holy Cross School a loving and safe
community.
I am thankful for all the hard work and dedication of our teachers, support staff and building
maintenance.
I am thankful for the work and commitment of our School Board.
I am thankful for the support and love from our Parish of Holy Cross.
I am thankful for our Parent Advisory Council and those who volunteer their time to make great
things happen at Holy Cross

I am thankful for our students and parents for their commitment to Holy Cross School
Blessings,

Ms. Andrew
Thanksgiving Day Family Grace
Heavenly Father, send your blessings on us and on the food before us. We thank you for
feeding our hungers and giving us peace beyond all understanding. We are especially grateful for
the love around this table today. May your love continue to grow in our hearts. We ask this through
Jesus Christ, through whom all good gifts come.

Amen

National Day of Truth and Reconciliation at Holy Cross School
In preparation for the National Day of Truth and Reconciliation, staff, and students
spent time learning about Residential Schools and the negative impacts the school
had on Indigenous people. We spent the month learning about the meaning behind
the Orange Shirt. Students created reflective pieces of art as a demonstration
of their learning. As a community we wore our orange shirts on September 29th as
a commitment that we are workings toward undoing the harm that Residential
Schools have done to Indigenous People of Canadian. Megwitch!
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We would like to take this opportunity to share some of the safety
precautions we have been put in place to keep students, families and
staff safe. There have been a few “close calls” in the parking lot between Holy Cross School pedestrians and cars driven by our families.
First, we will ensure that the gate at the east end of the parking lot
remains closed from 7:30am to 4:00pm.
Second, we added traffic dividers to separate students in the outdoor waiting area from vehicles
in the parking lot. Please do not drive between the traffic dividers.
Thirdly, after school students are being directed to the waiting adjacent to the parking lot. We ask
that families pick up their child from the waiting area, rather than have them run across the
back lane and potentially into oncoming traffic.

We at Holy Cross School have a responsibility to: 1) ensure the safety of pedestrians on surrounding streets, and in the back lane, during arrival and departure 2) ensure our neighbours have access
to their properties. 3) provide space for emergency vehicles to drive down the back lane. We need
students, staff, and parents all working together to provide a safe and courteous system for dropping off and picking up students from school.
BE A GOOD NEIGHBHOUR
The office has received many complaints from residents of Braemar Avenue about traffic in the
back lane. This lane is not a parking zone, yet cars have regularly parked there creating undue congestion and safety concerns. Some parents have been observed using private property to turn
around and even park their cars.
Pre-Kindergarten Students: All Pre-K students use the Administration’s front door for entry
at 8 :25 a.m. and dismissed between 2:55-3:05 p.m. on Dubuc Street.
Kindergarten Students: All Kindergarten students use the Gym Door (located at the front of
the gym) for entry 8:15 a.m. and exit at 3:00 p.m. on Dubuc Street.
Grade 1 to 8 students will continue to meet at the rear of the school (Parking Lot) with
designated signs posted on various pillars. The doors open for student entry at 8:20 a.m.
Grade 1,2,3,4 – dismissed at 3:05pm and exit through the rear double doors
Grade 5,6,7,8 – dismissed at 2:55 and exit through the rear double doors
Outside supervision begins at 8:15 a.m. It is not safe to drop your child off at school and leave
them unattended. Students who are outside and unaccompanied by their guardian will be directed
to Before & After Care.
God Bless and Thank You for Your Support,
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Important Dates
October
5 Early dismissal 2:00 p.m.-staff
meeting
7 Picture Day
11 No school Thanksgiving
15 Grade 7 Retreat
20 Vaccination Clinic gr.7&8
22 No school
29 Halloween Dress-up

To keep staff and students safe and healthy
we ask that families selfscreen daily before coming to school. If your
child is feeling ill or has
any symptoms ill, they
must stay home.

manitoba.ca/covid19
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Dear Holy Cross School Community
Due to the global pandemic, our province and educational institutions have not been left immune
from this situation. These are not normal times. The province of Manitoba and the Department
of Education with the advice of Health Experts have developed a set of protocols to safely open
our schools and to protect the health of our students and staff. As a result, to ensure that your
child, families, and Holy Cross School staff are safe, we have implemented the latest provincial
school protocols. We have ensured that all HCS students return safely to in-person class delivery
based on the latest provincial health conditions and education information. We have ensured that
we proactively minimize any possibility of contracting the Covid 19 virus by implementing adequate safeguards such as proper PPE, barriers, masks, hand hygiene, conduct deep cleaning and
cohorting our students.
Parents/Guardians are reminded that if they have any concerns surrounding their child’s progress,
parents are asked to connect with their child’s teacher. Your child’s teacher is able to answer any
questions or concerns you may have about what is happening in the learning environment on a
daily basis. Teachers can be reached via email or by phone. We, as a staff, truly appreciate the
open lines of communication we maintain with the parents of our school community.
As we approach the Thanksgiving holiday, please remember that Thanksgiving is a time to give, a
time to love, and a time to reflect on the things that matter most. This is the day of “General
Thanksgiving to Almighty God for the bountiful harvest with which Canada has been blessed”.
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel to contact me.
Peace and Prayers
Dr. Anju Bajaj

On September 8 and October 1, 2021 students from
Holy Cross School who had been preparing for sacraments of Confirmation and First Communion since
2019 were finally confirmed, and received the Bread
of Life! Congratulations to Aaliyah, Ailey, Brody, Lia,
Atlason, Gianne, Melissa, Zeke, Jaelyn, Juliana, Daniel,
Rohan, Ellyssa, Carl, David, Johanna, Helena, Angelo,
Joyce, Cyron, Marvel and Patrick.
In previous years, the parish and school have combined Confirmation with First Communion (a with Reconciliation leading out to that great day).
There is a change this year and going forward: His Grace Archbishop LeGatt, along with the parish
and school, have decided to follow the more common practice of offering Reconciliaion and First
Communion first and reserving Confirmation for a later date. As this separation really highlights
Confirmation as a new moment of commitment and engagement in the life of the church, it makes
sense that this engagement needs to be in a parish community, not a school which the child will inevitably leave. Therefore, Holy Cross School will no longer be doing Confirmation preparation, but
students are invited to get to know their own parish communities better. If you wish to continue
with Holy Cross Parish, the registration can be accessed at http://holycrossparish.ca/programs/
childrens-programs/the-sacraments-baptism-reconciliation-first-communion-confirmation/
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Global Biotech
Week
raises
awareness of our
biotech industry
and its global potential. Thank
you, BAM for the
Global Biotech
Day celebration, with us! We enjoyed
learning about DNA extraction from
WISE Kid-Netic Energy and a discussion with Dr. Jean-Eric Ghia about Covid-19.Thank you for providing 3rd edition of La Liberté Science Mag Junior “Teamwork Against the Coronas” to all grade 7 & 8 students.

SCHOOL UNIFORMS
As we move into October, we are reminding
families that all students kindergarten to Grade
8 are required to be in full school uniform each
school day from PLEASE LABEL ALL ARTICLES
OF CLOTHING WITH YOUR CHILD'S
NAME. Students that are not in proper uniform
will have a note sent home the first time, the second time the
student will have to call home for replacement clothing. Remember all clothing MUST be purchased through Top Marks. Please see http://holycrossschool.mb.ca/school-life/uniforms/ for more
info.
Two Pairs of Shoes
Parents please ensure that your child has two pairs of shoes while at the school. One pair for indoors and one pair for outdoor use. Students must take off their dirty/wet shoes when entering
the school and place them on their designated classroom racks. Thank you for your support and
cooperation with this matter.

HALLOWEEN - Friday, October 29
Students can either wear a Halloween costume
to school or dress in Orange and Black.
We ask parents when choosing costumes for their children to
keep in mind that their child costume is respectful. All costumes
must comply with HCS’s Non-Uniform policy. No costume
weapons are allowed i.e swords, knives, etc. Teachers will organize and schedule their
activities for their classrooms. We look forward to a festive and fun-filled day.
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On September 23, 2021, students from k-8 participated in our Terry Fox Run. We
raised $350.00 cancer research. Great Job!!! Holy Cross

PARENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
All parents of Holy Cross Students are invited to become members of
the PAC. Families are interested in working together to make Holy
Cross School the best it can be are always welcome . Our meetings are
held the last Tuesday of the month via TEAMS. Our next meeting is
Tuesday, October 26, 2021. We look forward to meeting our new and returning families. For more information please contact PAC Chair, Paola Kowalke at
pacholycrossschool@gmail.com
Dear Supporters of Tabs for Wheelchairs,
Since our beginning in 1998, we have been able to present 25 specialized wheelchairs from the tab collection & monetary donations
and 17 extra specialized wheelchairs and a vehicle wheelchair lift from our very generous anonymous donors. This makes a
grand total of 42 specialized wheelchairs in 23 years! What an achievement and that is thanks to all of you!
This year is the 4th Anniversary of my son, Anthony Buccini’s, passing. In memory of Anthony, the same anonymous family donors that
have given so generously in the past, are remembering him once again. With their very generous donation, Adrienne, who lives in Gilbert Plains, now has a magnificent VS POWER Wheelchair with Power Standing, Power Tilt, and Power Recline capabilities. Her family
is so very grateful for this unbelievable gift that will be a true life-changer! A HUGE THANKS to our anonymous
donors!
Jerzee became our recipient for 2021 and she is shown above with her TrackZ Wheelchair. The following is a message of thanks from her family. “Jerzee would love to say thank you so much for the wheelchair. It has greatly changed her
mobility at the campground. She has now gone on a few hikes which would not have happened without this special chair.
THANK YOU SO MUCH! She has also been helping to collect tabs to help give back to the Tabs’ program, so others can benefit like she has.”
At this time, we would like to recognize someone who has truly gone above and beyond for our program for the
past 16 years. Her name is Anne Early and she lives in Pinawa, Manitoba. She has worked tirelessly going to the recycling building, and
believe it or not, digging cans out of the pile of garbage and removing the tabs. She would go in the evenings after all the recycle workers went home. Even during times when Pinawa had special events going on in their town, she would go everyday in order to keep up
with the number of tabs she could get. What an amazing, dedicated, unsung hero of the Tabs program! Thank you so
much for your incredible contributions, Anne!
If anyone wishes to make a monetary donation to the program, please address your cheque to Holy Cross School and write at the bottom left, Tabs for Wheelchairs. Tax receipts will be given for donations over $20. Please mail it to the school’s address shown in the
letterhead.
The success of this program would never have happened if not for each and every one of you! Thank you so very much!!!
Sincerely yours,
Gwen Buccini
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